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United Statas Shatters Packsrs Trust.

The governments antitrust
action against the great meat
packers, begun at President Wil-

son's direction last summer as
part of the fight on the high cost
of living, has been compromised
uAder an agreement by which
the packers will confine them-

selves hereafter to the meat and
provision business. An injunc-

tion decree to which the packers
will confine themselves hereafter
to the meat and provision busi-

ness. An injunction decree to
which the packers have acceded
will be. entered in the Federal
courts to make the agreement
binding. Under its terms the
"big five" Swift, Armour, Mor-

ris, Wilson and Cudahy have
agreed:'

To soil, under supervision of
the United States district court,
preferably to the livestock pro-

ducers and the public, all their
holdings in public stockyards.

To sell, under the same super-

vision, and, in like manner, all
their interests in stockyards,
railroads and terminals.

To sell all their interests in

market newspapers.
To dispose of all their interest

in public cold storage warehous-
es except as necessary for their
own meat products.

To forever dissociate themsel-
ves with the retail meatimsiness.

To forever dissociate them-

selves with all "unrelated lines,"
including wholesale 1 groceries,
fresh, canned, dried and salt fish

fresh, dried orcanned vegetables,
fresh, crushed, dried, evaporat-
ed or canned fruits, confection-
eries, syrups, soda water, foun-

tain supplies, etc., molasses, hon
ey, jams, jellies and preserves,
ices, sauces, relishes, etc., coffee,

tea, chocolate, cocoa, nuts, Hour,

sugar, rice and cereals (with an
exception-- to be noted), bread,
wafers, crackers, biscuits, spa-

ghetti, vermicelli, macaroni, ci-

gars, china, furniture, etc.
To forever abandon the use of

branch houses, route cars and
auto trucks, comprising their
distribution system, for any oth-

er than their own meat and dairy
products.

To perpetually submit to the
jurisdiction of the United States
district court under an injunc-

tion forbidding all the defend-

ants from directly or .indirectly
maintaining any combination or
conspiracy 'with each other or
any Other person or persons, or
monopolizing or attempting or
attempting to mono-xliz-

e a n y

food products, in the U. S., or in-

dulging in any unfair and unlaw

v ful practice.
The decree further provides

the jurisdiction is perpetually
retained by the courts for the
pirpose of taking such other ac

t tion, or adding at the foot of the
decreejsuch other relief, if any,
that may become necessary or
appropriate for the carrying out
and enforcement of the decree,
or for the purpose of entering at
any time hereafter in an applica-

tion which the parties may make

with respect to this decree.
Twojears arc. given to comply

with the decree, which affects 87

corporations and 4(J individuals.
"In general," said Attorney

General Palmer's official announ-

cement "this decree prevents the
defendants from exercising ' any

other control over the marketing
of livestock. It forever prevents
them from any control over the
retail" mr of moat Droducts. It
eliminates them from'the field of

meat substitutes,' with the excep

tion of eggs, butter, poultry and

cheese, which are left for future
consideration and appropriate ac-

tion; and, therefore, the price of
, meat Iswlth control of the peo- -

Ths Republican Mountain Counties.

The time is coining along when
the people of this section will be
agitating the matter of a read-
justment of the ninth district by
which there may be established
a more intimate alignment of
county interests-- to bring the
democratic household elementally
more in harmony with itself
Mecklenburg has nothing in com-
mon, with the Virginia bordering
counties. They are North Caro-
linian it is true, but they belong
across the ridge. That section is
out of social, commercial and po-

litical intercourse with this sec-
tion, and was brought into the
district with the sole purpose of
keeping it under Democraticcon-gressiona- l

influences. When we
ruminate upon the circumstances
we must come into admission of
the fact that we are witholding
from the people of these counties
a political right to which theyare
justly "entitled a congressman
of their own. Mitchell, Madison
and Avery are constitutional Re-

publican counties. They are lo-

cated in a traditional Republican
section. They ought to have a
congressman of their political
faith, if we view the matter from
the standpoint of exact justice
and fairness; They are entitled
to it. The only reason advanced
against a Republican Congress
man from these Republican conn-- '
ties is that it would break a solid
delegation the Democrats have
been maintaining in Congress. Is
maintenance of a solid delegation
advantageous to the parly? If
such might oe contended it
would be an advantage from the
sentimental standpoint only. It
might prove a stroke of good pol-

icy on the part of the Democrats
to permit rppresentationbythe.se
mountain Republicans in con-

gress in recognition of their ma-

nifest rights. For ona thing it
would save the workers in the
party the unnecessary worry
which comes their way every two
years against letting these Re-

publicans beat them.
So when the matter of read

justment of the district shall be
come of serious agitation the Ob-

server will be inclinedto favor
bringing Mecklenburg into clos-

er political accord with its neigh
bors, as of old, and at the same
time consolidating these moun-

tain Republican counties into a
nest of their own, and, in blunt
admission gie them a "square
deal. Observer.

p!o themselves. It places the con

duct of these great aggregations
of capital immediately under the
eye of a Federal court with ref
erence to their business practic
tices. But, greater than all, it es
tablishes the principle that no

group of men, no matter how

powerful, can ever attempt to

control the food table of the A

merican people, or any one of the
necessities or component parts
of it. '
' "The department of justice,

having in mind the necessities
and interests of the whole Amer
ican people, in this critical recon
struction period, feels that by in

sisting upon this surrender on

the part of the packing interests
it has accomplished more for
the American people than could

have been hoped for as the1 re
suit of a long drawn out legal bat

tie.
Bills proposing government

regulation of the packing Indus

trv, now before the Senate agri

culture committee, will not be

abandoned as a result of the de

cree, Senators Kenyon of Iowa,

and Kendrick of Wyoming, au

thoraof the measures have an

nounced. ' .;

Stirring up I Row.

Spiritualism has been making
mighty advances in this country,
and so far all spiritualists have
been sticking together in har
mony. Mrs. Acuerman, or .New
Jersey, was one of the shining

ghts and she has been endeav
oring to invoke the shades of Co- -

onel Rooseveltasamaster stroke
in boosting the cause. The re-

buke of Archie Roosevelt because
lie has been standing out against
the persuasion Of the spiritual-
ists to have converse with his fa-

ther is not likely to disturb the
resolution of that sensible young
man or shame him in the congre-
gation of Mrs. Ackerman. It was
a spiritualistic reproof gone as
tray. But while Mrs.-Ackerma-

may have succeeded in her pur
pose of making popular demon- -

tration of her ability to talk with
the dead, she unconsciously star
ted a smoke in the Temple of
Spirits. She must know that the
spirits, as well as mortals, are,
divided on the League of Nations
and her protection of the em
phatic views Colonel Roosevelfis
expressing through her agencies
is destined to cause a breach in
an otherwise harmoniously-dwel- l

ing family. The'League propa-

ganda she has originated thru
ler ouija board may star a con
tention which might tear spirit
ualism asunder. For every doz

en believers It brings her, it is
sure Jto develop a dozen dissent-
ers, and a fine old row is likely to
be stirred up not only in the spir-

it world but here on earth? and
especially among the Lodge for
ces, who will stand out more
strongly than ever against rat-

ification of either the Treaty or
the ouija board. In fact, we are
expecting to. hear some people
i.'ome out with flat-foote- d declar
ation that Mrs. Ackerman and
her old board are frauds. The
Charlotte Observer.

Resignation of Mr. Witts.

The most important as well as
the most surprising political e
vent of the year in North Caroli
na was ihe resignation of Mr.
Watts. If it hit Washington like a
bomb it struck North Carolina

ike the proverbial thunderbolt
from a clear sky. . If any other
N. Carolinian, either Democrat
or Republican, ever voluntarily
resigned a public office that paid
a much as seven thousand dol- -

ars a year, we have not heard of
him.

In. his action, therefore, Mr.
Watts puts himself in anew class
all by himself. He has long been
alone, but in a different and
somewhat more familiar class,
We venture to say that for a de
cade A. D. Watts has been the
best informed man on the sub'
ject of politics in North Carolina,

He can tell you the political com
olexion of every county in the
state, andevery congressional
district in the nation, with the
majority, Republican or Demo

crat, as. the case may be. He ta

not only a student of politics, but
has played the. game in North
Carolina as successfully as any

man in his generation. .

First as collector of internal
revenue for the Western district,
and then as supervisor for the
whole staie, Mr. Watts has made

an enviable record as an official

of the Federal government. The
state has never hadamoreeffi
cient collector, or one who did his
work with less friction and more
general satisfaction to the pub
lie. '

According to the reports from
Washington, Mr. Watts gives as
his only reason for res'gning his
desire to enter private bu sine as

It la hard to think of him out o:

political life. Winston-- S a 1 e m

Journal. ;;..: ; ';'

Plans for Prosecution of Germans

A dispatch from Paris says Un-

der Secretary of State for Mil-

itary Justice Ignace has gone to
London to take part in the mak-

ing up of a list of Germans char-

ged with war crimes and whose
delivery to the entente will bede-mande-

A conference will be
held during this week in London
to determine up6n a plan for joint
action by Great Britain, France
and Belgium. France, accord-
ing to the Echo de Paris, has a

ist of 500 names ready to be sub
mitted. Among these names is

that of one of the former Ger
man emperor's sons, and also
those of former Crown Prince
Rupprecht of Bavaria and sever-
al generals and commanders of
prison camps in Germany.

In all, according to this news
paper, about l,.r)UU persons will
be arraigned before military tri-

bunals of each of the three na-

tions or by mixed tribunals in

cases where the persons are ac-

cused of crimes against peoples
of various nationalities. It is
said that even if culprits are tried
by German courts theyneverthe- -

ess must appear before the al- -

ied tribunals. The trials of per
sons accused of war crimes will

be held in Paris and at Lille in
1920. The court-martia- l at Lille
has issued numerous warrants
against German officers and sol-

diers, and a captain and four
ieutenants have been imprison

ed in the fort at Lille.
A Brussels dispatch says that

it has been learned from an au-- .

thorized source that Holland is
declared to have stated officially

that it will not deliver up former
Emperor William for trial.

A dispateh from Gqneva states
that the former German Emper
or has finally agreed to accept
trial by the allies, but adds that
he wants to choose the place and
time of the trial and desire s to be
defended by German experts
and lawyers. The advices say
the formercrown prince declares
he will never appear if he is call

ed before a court of justice.

. A Word for Germany.

The German National Assem
bly has adjourned until the mid-

dle of January, and we may take
this as a sign that at Berlin no
acute fear exists of internal per-
il or foreign complications. In
tently though the word must
watch against any n treat from
the new paths upon which the
German people has ent?red we
cannot refuse a measure of ad"

miration to the courage and
steadfastness, with which the bea
ten Natiou has set to work amid
the ruins of its greatness. The
German's will to power was an
evil thing, but a people's will to
live, as Germany is now willing
tojlive amid the dangers which
surround her, mustnotcall forth
unjust suspicions or obstructive
enmity. It is only fair, to recog
nize that when Germany, during
the early months after the fall

of Hohenzollernism, refused to

let herself slide into the . bolshev

ist chaos, she was rendering a

service to European civilization,

New York Post.

You can do some things next
week, but some you cannot.

f So don't wait, act now!
Insure your house before it

burns.
Insure your health before you

get 'sick.
Insure yeur life before you die

for then it is " everlastingly too
late.

1 ' i ,

I sell the best policies at uni-

versal rales .
'

GKC F. BLAIR, .
' '

KQck,N. C. .

-

' The Revaluation Act.
,

While the work of the revalua
tion of the property of the state
is yet incomplete, already su in-

dent information has been se-

cured to demonstrate the wis-

dom of Jhe new law. Fact of the
matter is, it is hard to under-
stand why a great and intelligent
people tolerated the old system
as long as they did.

The property is now being
)laced upon its tax books at its

actual value. Before now no one
knew the real valuation of the
property of the state. When the
work is completed North Caro- -

ina will know her valuation. Ev
ery citizen will know that he is
paying only his pro rata rate of
taxes. The old system of per
mitting one man to give in his
property at ten per cent of its
value and another man at one- -

lialf its value nas been abolished.
Every tax payer stands on a par
with every other tax payer when
it comes to the valuation of his
property and the pro rata of tax
es he must pay. The small prop
erty owner will not have his prop
erty assessed at a higher value
than the large property holder.
Lich stands on the same basis.
.The object of the revaluation

act is not primarily of raising
more taxes. It is one to deter-
mine the real value of the prop
erty of the state and to equalize
the tax burden. Under the new
law not more than 10 per cent in
crease in the amouut of taxes col
lected can be raised. Thisdoesn't
mean, of course, that no one in
dividual will pay more taxes. The
man who has been a tax dodger
and has failed to pay his part of
the taxes will of course pay more
but the man who has been pay
ing more than his part will pay
kys.

The new law is one that shbuld
have been enacted long ago. It is
the greatest progressive step
that North Carolina1 has taken
since the little band of Mecklen
burg farmers declared their in
dependence of England. It is a
law that concerns every proper

in the state, it is one
that .should meet the approval
and of every citizen.

Marion Progress.

The Shortest Day. .

Those of us who know the Nor
thern winters are aware that the
winter solstice brings us but lit-

tle more than to the beginning cf
it. What remains of December,
and all of January, all of Febru-
ary and a part of Marnh must
pass before we really scent the
spring; yet already we have rea
ched the shortest days. From
now on we shall be traveling to
ward the ''time of the singing of
the singing of the birds" at the
rate of nineteen miles a second.
Every day carries us more than
a million and a half miles nearer
the "end of our term of confine-
ment in our icy prison house.

There is cheer and comfort in
the tfiought, as there always is in
progress toward any desired
goal. For the present we" can en-

dure hardness if only we know
4

that we are gaining. More people
cherish the pleasant fancy than
those about them suspect. Let
some one say, "Well, of course,
we've still got most of the winter
ahead of us, but the days are
ahead of us, but the' days are
growing longer, anyway," and
see how sure some one else is to
answer, "Yes, I've always been
glad that the shortest day comes
so early in the winter."

So in our hearts even the most
prosaic of us cherish some little
bud of fancy. Youths Compan

ion.": ' v -

Great Agricultural Record.

An idea of the value of the ag- -

ricultural activities of North Car
olina can be secured when it is. -

jarned that the total value of the
principal crops of North Caro- -

ina on a basis of December 1

prices is $('.03,402,202, according
to estimates of the
Crop Reporting Service of the
Department of Agrjc.ultu re. The
tobacco crop leads with a value
of $210,930,200.

The 'tiguVes given below cover
the estimated acreage, produc-
tion, and total value of North ,

Carolina's important crops. The
values are estimated on a basis
of prices reported for December
1st.

These estimates are not entire- -

y final but are comparable with
the government reports.

Corn: 2,00,000 acres, 55,100,.
000 bushels, $101,934,000, '

Winter wheat: 850,000 acres,
7,225,000 bushels, $16,834,250.

Oats: 322,000 acres, 3,767,4CO ;

bushels, $3,993,444.

Rye: 90,000acres, 810,000 bush- -

els, $1,701,000.
Buckwheat: 11,000 acres, 209,- - '

000 bushels $29:1,000.

Potatoes: 58,000 acres, 4,930,000

bushels, $8,030,000.

Sweet potatoes: 100,000 acres.
9,858,000, $13,004,000.

Tobacco: 554,000acres 310,240,- -

OM pounds, $210,903,200.

Cotton (lint): 1,525,000 acres,
38875,000 pounds, $139,995.00.

Cotton (seed): l,52o,000 acres,
785,375,000 pounds, $30,230,970.

Copeas: 243,000 acres, 2,308,500
bushels, $0,025,185.

Soy Beans: 82,000 acres, 1,148,- -

nw l !.!... fio III UfUUU UUSIieiS, jTO.'i'f-i,lAA7- '"C--

Cow peas: 232,941 acres, 326,- - : 'I Ij

Son beans: 82,000 acres, , 123,- -

000 tons, $2,970,600.

Clovers: 224,000 acres, 336,000
tons, $9,408,000.

Grain hays: 190,341 acres, 228,- -

413 tons, $5,801,690
Other hays: 543,715 acres, 706,- -

830 tons, $17,105,286. . '

Fodder: 2,503,000 acres, 562,500 '

tons $22,500,000.

PILE UP YOUR DOLLAR3 80 THAT
NO ONE CAN KNOCK

THEM DOWN.

Many a tired . lad has slipped hit
coat op when the whistle blew and

aid derliireljr: "Another day, anoth-erdolla- r.

A million days, a million-
aire." He has aald a mouthful In bit-

ter Jest and without knowing it. For.

tr iit and without knowing 't For
the dollars do pile up If the stack Is
not knocked over.

Some financial sharpshooter It al
ways gunning lor dollars. They can
pick them off at a mile like Annia
Oakley cracking clny pipes In a shoot-

ing gallery. But if you put some of
yeur dollars under coyer .'before any
one can draw a bead on them, you
leave a slim score for the profiteer
and the grafter. ,

' The safest protection from those
sharpshooters is War Savings Stamps
bought every pay-da- It you give
them your whole bank roH to shoot
at they will ilt it for a perfect score.
Make thorn- - waste a little ammunition.

War Savings Stamps are absolute-
ly safe. They pay a high rate of in.
terest and you can get your money
In full when you need it When they

"pile up, nobody can knock the stack
vtr.

. . - NOtlce of Eiicvtorsblp.

Having qualified as Exectutor
of the estate of L. C. Earp, de-- v

ceased, all persons having claims
against said estate will present
them on or before the 22nd day
of December, 1920, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their re
covery. All persons indebted to '

said estate will please come for-- .
ward and make immediate set-
tlement. This 22nd day of Decern"

mm

her, 1919. ;v: ,.:'
: L. H. HOLLER, t; v

Executor of the estatate of IX 0, 1 ;7i';:
Earp, Deceased. ,', x .. 0,:.;,';;;.;'.
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